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CANADA   AND  THE  WAR. 

The  Spirit  ol  Canada. 

One  of  tlic  finest  tilings  in  this  terrible  war  has  been  tin 
way  in  which  all  the  mhis  ol  the  Empire  have  rallied  to  the 
help  nf  the  Mother  Country.  Contingents  of  loyal  men  have 
come  from  every  part  of  the  Empire  to  the  surprise,  indeed, 
of  the  Germans,  who  believed  that  a  great  European  war 
would  mean  the  break  up  of  the  British  Empire. 

The  Canadians  were  the  first  to  show  their  loyalty  and 
their  feeling  of  close  kinship,  for  two  days  after  war  was 
declared  the  Dominion  sent  1,000,000  bags  of  flour  to 
England  lor  the  immediate  relief  of  those  who  might  sud- 
denly be  plunged  into  distress.  From  that  moment  gifts  of 
fruit,  cheese,  coals,  canned  foods,  flour,  wheat,  &c,  have 
continuously  flowed  forth  from  Canada.  In  addition,  a 
very  large  number  of  magnificent  horses  have  been  given  to 
the  English  Government.  Motor  ambulances  have  been 
provided,  and  a  naval  hospital  established  and  equipped 
at  Haslar,  as  well  as  military  hospitals  elsewhere. 

Donations  in  money  to  the  various  relief  funds  have  been 
lavish  beyond  expectation,  the  last  notable  contribution 
(December,  1915)  being  {100,000  to  the  Red  Cross  Fund 
from  Ontario,  making  a  total  of  £300,000  from  that  Province 
alone.  States  have  vied  with  one  another  in  their  genero- 
sity, individuals  with  individuals. 

The  Rush  to  the  Motherland. 

But  greater  and  worthier  than  these  gifts  of  money  and 
m  iterial  has  been  the  loyal  service  of  men  who  have  rushed 
to  the  colours  in  their  thousands.  Men  from  remote  town- 
ships and  solitary  farms  heard  the  call  of  the  Homeland  in 
due  course  and  hurried  to  answer  it.  One  man  living  a 
solitary  life  among  the  Indians  in  the  West  had  to  canoe 
himself  down  numberless  rivers  and  lakes,  a  distance  of  over 
fifty  miles,  before  he  could  reach  a  station,  but  no  difficulties 
deterred  him,  and  now  he  is  serving  the  Empire  on  the 
western  battle  front. 

Two  contingents  of  over  100,000 men,  alter  a  short  peril  d 
ol  training  in  Canada,  were  quickly  despatched  to  complete 


the  work  of  preparation  in  England  and  join  the  forces  in 
France.  The  Dominion  Government  voted  £10,000,000  for 
war  purposes,  and  sent  the  men  over  fully  equipped,  agree- 
ing to  make  good  by  further  drafts  of  men  the  wastage  in  the 
ranks.  In  December.  1915,  the  Government  authorised 
the  raising  of  250,000  men,  to  be  followed  by  another 
50,000  or  100,000  if  required.  Two  submarines  and  two 
cruisers  were  also  offered  to  the  British  Government. 

In  the  first  contingent  that  embarked  for  service  were 
many  of  the  sons  of  the  pioneers  of  Canada  as  well  as  newer 
colonists,  and  together  they  were  as  fine  a  tody  of  men  as 
could  be  seen  anywhere.  They  belonged  to  all  ranks,  and 
among  them  were  a  few  tough  South  African  veterans  and  a 
large  number  of  the  splendid  N.W.  Mounted  Police. 

Doctors,  clerks,  farmers,  lumbermen,  business  men,  men 
who  have  in  sevei  il  cases  given  up  large  incomes  and  fine 
prospects,  an  fighting  in  the  1  anadian  regiments,  and  not 
the  least  loyal  among  these  are  the  French  "habitants 
from  Quebec,  who  have  long  appreciated  the  freedom  and 
justice  they  enjoy  under  British  rule. 

The  Canadians  have  proved  their  mettle  on  tin-  western 
frontier,  and  one  ol  the  earliest  to  gain  the  V.C.  was  Michael 
O'Leary,  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police. 

The  Story  of  Ypres. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1915  that  the  Canadians  revealed 
fully  their  magnificent  fighting  qualities.  The  glorious 
stand  .it  Ypres,  April  22nd  to  28th,  will  go  down  to  pos- 
terity with  the  landing  of  the  Australians  on  the  Gallipoli 
beaches  on  the  same  days. 

A  few  of  the  outstanding  fa<  ts  connei  ted  with  this  her, .a 
action  may  be  mentioned  lure'  ;  to  be  fully  appreciated  an 
account  of  it  should  lie  read  in  the  official  record. 

The  salient  at  Ypres  was  to  be  held  at  all  costs  against  a 
most  determined  German  offensive.  <  In  April  22nd  and  the 
following  six  days  the  Canadian  Division,  a  new  army  be  it 
remembered,  but  |  ossessed  of  a  valour,  coolness  and 
resourcefulness  which  stood  them  we'll,  found  themselves 
face  to  face  with  overwhelming  odds. 

The1  lust  line  of  defence,  the  French,  were-  overcome  by  a 
gas  attack  and  were-  obliged  to  retire,  thus  leaving  a  great 
gap  to  be  tilled  by  the  Canadians.  Their  line  of  5.000  yards 
was  now  extended  to  nearly  double.  Their  position  was 
critical  in  the  highest  degree.  The  Germans  came  on  insolid 
mass  formation,  their  great  guns  belching  forth  destruction 
in  advance.     The  Canadians  attempted  a  counter-attack. 

An  officer  who  took  part  in  this  attack  describes  how  the 
men  about  him  fell  under  the  tire  of  the  machine  guns, 
which,  in  his  phrase,  played  upon  them  "like  a  watering- 
pot."  He  added  quite  simply,  "  1  wrote  my  own  life  off." 
But  the  line  never  wavered. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  youngest  private  in  the  ranks,  as 
he-  set  his  teeth  for  the  advance,  knew  the  task  in  front  of 
him,  and  the  youngest  subaltern  knew  all  that  rested  on  its 
success.  It  did  not  seem  that  any  human  being  could  live 
in  the  shower  of  shot  and  shell  which  began  to  play  upon  the 
advancing  troops 
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They  suffered  terrible  casualties.  For  a  short  time  every 
other  man  seemed  to  fall,  hut  the  attack  was  pressed  ever 
closer  and  closer.  The  4th  Canadian  Battalion  at  one 
moment  came  under  a  particularly  withering  fire.  For  a 
moment — not  more — it  wavered.  Its  most  gallant  com- 
manding officer.  Lieut. -Colonel  Burchill,  carrying,  after  an 
1  ild  fashion,  a  light  cane,  coolly  and  cheerfully  rallied  his 
men,  and  at  the  very  moment  when  his  example  had  in- 
fei  t.d  them,  fell  dead  at  the  head  of  his  battalion.  With  a 
cry  of  anger  they  sprang  forward  (for,  indeed,  they 
loved  him)  as  if  to  avenge  his  death. 

The  astonishing  attack  which  followed,  pushed  home  in 
the  face  of  direct  frontal  fire,  made  in  broad  daylight,  by 
battalions  whose  names  should  live  for  ever  in  the  memories 
ol  oldiers,  was  carried  to  the  first  line  of  the  German 
trenches.  After  a  hand-to-hand  struggle,  the  last  German 
who  resisted  was  bayoneted  and  the  trench  was  won. 

The  German  offensive  was  definitely  stopped,  and  in  the 
long   retreat  that  followed  not   a   Canadian  gun  was  lost. 

Thus  the  sacrifice  of  so  many  noble  lives,  officers  and  pri- 
vates .dike,  had  not  been  in  vain,  and  the  gallantly  of  the 
( Canadians  will  for  ever  live  in  the  memories  of  their  country- 
men, in  which  term  are  included  all  who  owe  allegiance  to 
our  King. 

I  he  men  from  Overseas  and  those  of  the  Motherland 
fighting  and  dying  for  the  same  great  cause,  have  realised, 
perhaps  in  many  cases  for  the  first  time,  the  strong  bonds 
that  unite  them  and  have  sanctified  by  their  blood  the  ideal 
of  Empire. 

( )n  fame's  eternal  camping  ground 

Their  silent  tents  are  spread, 
And  Glory  guards  with  solemn  round 
The  bivouac  of  the  dead 


the  M.v.\/i\i:  what  a  let  you  arc  doing 


to  spend  for  me,  as  I  see  1> 
for  the  poor  sufferers. 

"  Lord  Nelson's  statue  was  decorated  on  Trafalgai    I  i.e. 
League  of  the  Empire      1  made  quite  a  large  wreath  of  dan 
leaves  and  entwined  it  with  red,  white  and  blue,  and  the  in. 
it  was  '  Xot  once  not  twice  in  our  fair  island  store.  The  path  of  duty 
was  the  way  to  glory.' 

The  girls  .it  Queen's  College  collected  quite  a  nice  little  sum  for 
the  Red  Cross  I  am  enclosing  a  post  card  with  the  photo  of  out 
Ambulance  " 


TWO   COMRADES    BUILDING   CASTLES   ON    THE   SAND 
SOUTH   AFRICA. 

Natal  (Hilton  Road  Branch). 

This  little  village    Branch  has  been  very  active  during  the  year. 
Various  lectures  and  entertainments  have  been  given,  the  n 
from  which  were  forwarded  to  the  War  Relief  Funds.     Mrs.  Ballen- 
den,  the  hon.  secretary,  writes  :    "  Our  annual  meeting  took  the  form 
of  a  delightful  lantern  lecture  supplied  by  the  League,  entitled  '  A 
Trip   Round   the    British    Empire,'    followed   by  patriotic   songs   and 
recitation.      As  a  result   we  were  able  to  hand    <  ,  to  tin    Ri 
Funds."      The  Branch  has  also  sent  £3  this  mouth  for  help  1 
children  in  London 


NEWS  FROM  THE   BRANCHES- 


COMPETITIONS. 


Vim    I    \NCE    GIVEN    BY   THE    PEOPLE   OF    H  \RBADOS. 


Barbados  Branch. 

'the  lion   Secretary,  Miss  [nnes,  writes  :   "  C  am  enclosing  a  postal 

1    '  1,  which  I  will  lie  glad  if  you  will  please  spend  for  me  in 

1  few  little  comforts  for  our  brave  men  who  are  wounded  in 

nil    is  tobacco    cigarettes,  &c,  but,  of  course,  I  leave  il 

to  to  spend  il  in  the  way  you  think  it  is  most  needed       I  thought 

■  mini  of  the  League  that  I  would  like  to  send  you  something 


We  hope  1h.1t  .1  large  number  of  our  readers  will  1  Ster  foi  one  or 
other  of  the  compi  titions,  which  will  always  be  adjudged  at  the  end 
of  each  school  term       Prizes  and  certificates  will  be  awarded 
best  work  sent  111 

1.  Both  boys  and  girls  can  make  a  scrap  book,  a  "News  from 
Budget,"  for  the  wounded  soldiers,  'the  Looks  should  bi 
1 2  in.  long  by  10  in.  wide,  thepagi  •  made 

of  brown  or  othei  sti  no  sti 

Budgets  should   con  I' 

I  he  Budget  should  ■ 
home  news  descriptions  ol  .port-,  bri 
verse-  and   pii  tui  :  ;    from  newspapers    ind  in... 

photograph 

The-'    Budge!  ':  ' 

straight  from   the  ti  ■'"'    somethil 

1  hi  in  ' 

\  "  1  Htle  ''.  ty  B  ■       mail    ol 
.     ,  .    ■■ 

articles:   Knife,  p 

small   notel :      tc 

useful  articles. 
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THE   YPRES   TOWER,    RYE.    SUSSEX. 

".Wipers,"  it  is  called  by  the  townsfolk,  as  is   the  Belgian  town  by 
the  British  soldiers. 

A  prize  is  offered  for  the  best  little  essay,  not  exceeding  300  words, 
telling  how  the  name  was  connected  with  England  in  the  12th 
century. 

4.  The  1  >est  set  (if  garments  for  a  small  Serbian  child.  Cut  out 
paper  patterns  of  the  different  little  garments  -three  in  all:  a 
chemise,  a  skirt,  a  bolero-  may  be  obtained  from  the  League  of 
(lie  Empire,  together  with  full  particulars  fur  making.  Prizes  will 
be  given  for  the  best  set,  and  special  marks  will  be  given  for 
ingenuity,  taste  and  good  workmanship.  Quite  small  pieces  of 
stuff  may  lie  used  up  in  tile  skirt  and  bolero,  as  contrasting  colours 
are  appropriate.  All  garments  will  afterwards  be  sent  to  the  Serbian 
orphans  (S;e  illustration  and  instructions  in  Federai,  Magazine, 
page  .So  „ 

5.  A  short  description,  not  exceeding  |00  words,  telling  "  What  mj 
School  has  done  for  the  War. 

All  competitors  must  be  under  jo  years  of  age.  The  name, 
address  and  age  must  be  given  on  all  work  sent  in  for  competition. 
In  adjudging  prizes  age  will  be  taken  into  consideration.  Prizes 
will  be  awarded  three  times  yearly,  at  Christinas,  Easter  and  Mid- 
summer. 

A  coupou  or  id.  stamp  must  accompany  work  sent  in  for  coin- 
petition  ;  otherwise  no  coupon  is  required,  nor  is  there  any  age  limit. 

All  contributions  must  be  addressed  l"  Mrs.  ( >rd  Marshall, 
the  League  of  the  Empire,  28,  Buckingham  Gate, 
London,  S.W. 


THE    ARMY    OF    LEAGUE    HELPERS. 

Motto  jot  the  Month  :— 

"Do  not  act  as  if  you  had  ten  thousand  years  to  throw 
away.  ...  Be  good  for  something,  while  you  live  and 
while  it  is  in  your  power  Mart  Us  Aurelius. 

Dear  Readers, 

Last  month  I  told  you  <>i  the  Anzac  Buffet  ;  this  month  I 
wish  to  tell  you  about  the  Free  Buffet  for  Soldiers  and  Sailors 
at  Waterloo  Station,  which  is  one  of  the  latest  to  be  opened, 
and  consequently  it  is  in  need  of  help. 

J  wonder  if  you  realise  what  this  buffet  means  to  tired, 
hungry  men  straight  from  the  trenches. 

I  don't  know  what  I  couldn't  have  done  for  her  when  she 
gave  me  a  hot  cup  of  coffee  and  a  sandwich,"  said  an  officer  to 
111c  tlie  other  day.  He  had  not  been  able  to  get  anything  on 
landing,  and  he  had  just  caught  his  train  and  travelled  up  to 
London  dead  beat. 

Now,  I  want  you  to  follow  111;  .,11  a  journey  to  the  Buffet. 


One  has  to  get  up  very  early  in  the  morning  foi  1  gri  at  deal 
has  to  be  prepared  before  the  troop  trains  come  in. 

When  we  reached  Waterloo  Station  we  hurried  to  the  buffet, 
for  we  knew  that  we  had  plenty  of  work  before  us. 

In  a  short  time  tin  large  white-tiled  hall,  with  a  long  counter 
running  down  one  side  of  it,  was  like  a  hive  of  bees.  All  the 
helpers  wear  green  overalls,  which  look  very  trim  and  work- 
manlike. 

Some  were  at  tending  to  the  great  tea  and  coffee  unis  some 
were  cutting  bread  with  a  bread  machine,  hundreds  and  hun- 
dreds and  hundreds  of  slices;  some  buttered  the  bread  others 
spread  potted  meat.  &c,  on  it,  and  made  it  into  splendid  .sand- 
wiches  which  were  piled  up  on  trays. 

At  last  on  ■  oi  the  National  Guard  appeared  and  shouti  d 

"   The  train's  in  ' 

At  the  magic  word  every  helper  Qew  to  her  appointed  post 
some  took  up  their  stands  behind  the  tea  and  coffee  urns,  others 
-.Hatched  up  the  great   trays  of  sandwiches  and   cakes     (•tilers 
were  ready  to  wash  up. 

And  no  sooner  were  they  ready  than  there  poured  into  the 
hall  a  vast  throng  of  muddy   tired,  hungry  men  111  khaki     They 
swarmed  up  to  the  buffet.      "  Tea  or  coffee — tea  or  colt  e 
said  the  helpers,  pouring  out  one  cup  after  the  other  as  quickly 
as  |«  issible 

Meanwhile  the  helpers  with  sandwich  trays  pushed  their 
way  through  the  crowd  and  eager  hands  reached  out  oil  all 
sides. 

"  Haven't  spoken  to  a  woman  for  ten  months,"  said  one 
tired  giant  from  a  Midland  regiment,  as  he  gratefully  took  a  cup 
of  tea  from  a  pretty,  rosy-cheeked  helper  next  to  me. 

"  You've  had  a  hard  time  ?  "  she  said. 

"  Pretty  lair."  lie  answered,  taking  a  huge  bite  out  of  a 
sandwich.      "  This  is  a  bit  of  all  right,  though." 

She  .smiled  and  poured  him  out  another  cup  of  tea.  There 
was  not  time  for  many  words — with  dozens  of  cups  being  passed 
along  for  "  More  tea,  please." 

"Haven't  had  a  bite  for  twelve  hours."  said  another  man. 
absolutely  plastered  with  the  mud  of  Flanders.  "  I  can  tell 
you  this  tastes  good  "     And  so  on.  and  so  on. 

You  can  just  gather  from  these  examples  wnat  the  Buffet 
means  to  these  tired  hungry  men.     The  hot  tea  and  coffee  and 
the  smiling  welcome  of  the  laches  who  serve  it,  and  the  cheerful 
atmosphere  of  the  place,  are  the  first  real  touch  of  "  home 
that  the  men  get. 

I  hope  the  Army  of  League  Helpers  will  semi  their  spare 
pennies  or  sixpences  or  shillings  to  me  for  this  Buffet. 

A  Letter  from  New  Brunswick. 

I  am  delighted  with  the  following  nice  letter  ami  enclosed 
kind  gift  from  the  girls  of  Witanstede  School  : — 
Mrs.  R   11   Lock. 

DEAR  MADAM  :  A  our  letter  asking  for  recruits  for  the  Army  oi 
League  Helpers  was  read  to  us  in  school.  I  was  appointed  as 
recruiting  officer.  The  following  girls  have  joined,  each  giving  ^i 
cents       This  amounts  to   i  dollars  and  25  cents,  for  which  I  enclose 


post  office  order.      Yours  truly. 


J  oak  M.  V.  Poster. 


I  gladly  enrol  the  following  recruits  : — ■ 
1.    Joan    M.    V.    Foster.      2-   Joyce    Hallamore.      3.    Alice    Tilley. 
I     Dorothy   Tennant.      5.   Doreen  McAvity.     6.   Carolyn   Baye       7 
Elizabeth  Foster.     8.  Ruth  Starr.     9.  Mildred  Parker.      10.  Doreen 
Gilluam. 

I    hope    many    others    all    over    the    world    will    follow    their 
example. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Hhi.i.a  Sidney  Wooi.f  (Mrs.  R.  II.  Lock). 

Letters  should  be  addressed — 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Lock, 
League  of  the  Umpire  Office,  28,  BucKingna,.,  ...ate.  a.W. 

Note. For    other    acknowledgments    sec     FEDERAL    MAGAZINE, 

page  S63,  
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